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Leading Practices in Antimicrobial Resistance

Antimicrobial resistance is a serious global problem. New forms of resistance are continuously emerging and spreading. The World Health Organization recently warned that, without urgent, coordinated action, “a post-antibiotic era – in which common infections and minor injuries can kill – is a very real possibility for the 21st century.” Promoting prudent antibiotic use in Canadian hospitals and healthcare organizations (e.g., the right drug, at the right dose, frequency and duration) – in conjunction with effective infection prevention and control measures – is essential to addressing antibiotic resistance.

Significant work remains to be done in healthcare institutional and clinical communities to increase awareness, improve antimicrobial stewardship, and achieve consensus around clinical practice guidelines.





Click the button below to learn how we’re engaging the federal government in developing a National Action Plan for Antimicrobial Stewardship


A National Action Plan for AMS



Members leading the charge against antimicrobial resistance







Antimicrobial button LIBU's efficiency confirmed in deactivating the influenza virus
September 29, 2021



Company to start trials on coating that fight superbugs
May 8, 2021



Medical experts led by SickKids release new back-to-school recommendations
July 29, 2020



Don Lindsay: Copper's unusual antimicrobial property gives it a part to play in the battle against COVID-19
July 26, 2020



U of T lab results finds coating on mask 'deactivates' 99% of SARS-CoV-2 virus
July 17, 2020



'Do not be afraid of going into the hospital,' patient says after elective surgery
June 26, 2020



Copper surfaces can reduce spread of disease in hospitals: VCH study
May 30, 2020



Fighting the COVID-19 pandemic could herald a rise in superbugs
May 14, 2020



Why limited contact tracing could slow Ontario's plan to end COVID-19 restrictions
May 5, 2020



Conversations That Matter: Killing microbes is not easy
April 10, 2020



These commonly-used antibiotics could cause heart problems: UBC study
September 11, 2019



McGill superhospital's new single-patient rooms credited for drop in gut infections: study
August 20, 2019



ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE: Update & Implications for Members
June 27, 2019



N.L. has a problem with prescription meds — here's what's being done about it
February 21, 2019



Newfoundland scientists find a new way to fight superbugs
November 25, 2018



Antibiotic misuse, overuse a growing threat that needs addressing: experts
November 16, 2018



Angus hits the road to detect C. difficile
March 12, 2018



Des chercheurs percent le secret de la résistance de certaines bactéries (French)
June 23, 2017



Researchers produce first widely protective vaccine against chlamydia
July 21, 2016



A miracle cure, not for the squeamish
July 8, 2013



Killing superbugs at Vancouver hospital – robot style
February 1, 2013
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CHA Learning’s Integrated Quality Management program, developed in consultation with national stakeholders and endorsed by Accreditation Canada, incorporates the expertise of Canadian leaders in quality improvement, patient safety, risk management, patient experience and performance measurement.
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Are you from a member organization and would like to discuss developing a program or course that meets your organization’s specific needs? CHA Learning would like to hear from you, contact us at info@chalearning.ca










Additional Resources

Below you will find resources from HealthcareCAN member organizations and beyond to assist you with implementing Leading Practices in AMS in your organization
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Visit Website







In early 2009, Mount Sinai Hospital established an ASP, and later that year University Health Network also established an ASP, with separate human resources, financial structure, and accountability. MSH and UHN ASPs became a joint program, and is a functionally integrated team currently named Sinai Health System–University Health Network Antimicrobial Stewardship Program (SHS-UHN ASP).

Vision: Getting patients the right antibiotics when they need them.

Mission: To use a collaborative and evidence-informed approach to optimize antimicrobial use, and pursue the best possible clinical outcomes for our patients.
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Visit Website







Choosing Wisely Canada is the national voice for reducing unnecessary tests and treatments in health care.

Choosing Wisely Canada launched on April 2, 2014, and is organized by a small team from the University of Toronto, Canadian Medical Association and St. Michael’s Hospital (Toronto).

Choosing Wisely Canada inspires and engages health care professionals to take leadership in reducing unnecessary tests, treatments and procedures, and enables them with simple tools and resources that make it easier to choose wisely.
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Visit Website







L’Association des médecins microbiologistes-infectiologues du Québec regroupent plus de 215 médecins spécialistes repartis au sein de la province et représentés à la Fédération des médecins spécialistes du Québec.
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Visit Website







Do Bugs Need Drugs? (DBND) is a community education program about handwashing and responsible use of antibiotics.  Materials are available for healthcare professionals and the public that explain why antibiotic resistance is an issue and steps to prevent antibiotic resistance from developing.  Handwashing education is a key component of Do Bugs Need Drugs? materials because handwashing prevents infections and the need for treatment.
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Visit Website







At the National Collaborating Centre for Infectious Diseases, we specialize in forging connections between those who generate and those who use infectious disease public health knowledge. Working across disciplines, sectors and jurisdictions, NCCID is uniquely situated to facilitate the creation and operation of networks and partnerships. From policy to practice, we’re able to build bridges between those with infectious disease questions, those with answers, and those in a position to act on the evidence.

Our host organization is the University of Manitoba.









Related Reading
Toward an action plan for antimicrobial stewardship
Hospital News | March 27, 2019

'Thunderclap’ for Antibiotic Awareness Week
October 26, 2017

New CIHR head told he needs to push for action on fighting superbugs
iPolitics | June 17, 2017

A superbug outbreak could be 'worse' than the opioid crisis, expert warns
iPolitics | June 15, 2017

Antimicrobial Resistance; A Serious Public Health and Patient Safety Issue
Canadian Patient Safety Institute Submission to the House of Commons Standing Committee on Health | May 15, 2017

Health Organizations Release Action Plan to address Antimicrobial Stewardship
January 11, 2017

Putting the Pieces Together: A National Action Plan on Antimicrobial Stewardship
HealthCareCAN and the National Collaborating Centre for Infectious Diseases | November 15, 2016

It’s time for Trudeau to join the battle against ‘superbugs’
The Ottawa Citizen | September 20, 2016

Hospitals offer innovative solutions to infection prevention and control
Hospital News | September 1, 2016




Related Pages on the HealthCareCAN Website





Patient SafetyNational Action Plan for AMS
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